After the past month, how great it is to
have the weather we are enjoying this
first week of November. The combines
are rolling as the corn and beans are

going into the bins or to the elevator.
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The way things are starting to look
now, perhaps there will be some fall
NH3 work done after all. As I write this
on Friday the 6" of November, we plan
on starting two NH3 custom units
putting on today. Both these tractors are
using assisted steering systems for
fertilizer and NH3 application. It’s
always a good idea to reduce overlaps or
skips to make the most of every drop of
fertilizer and fuel. We also offer these
useful tools to you to assist in reducing
operator fatigue on your farm.

While we are on the subject of
anhydrous, please be careful and always
wear proper gloves and goggles to
protect your eyes. Anhydrous ammonia
is the most widely used source of
nitrogen and generally the most
economical. It however must be treated
with respect and safe handling

procedures. We keep locks on our
ammonia wagons while they are stored
on our lot. It is our intention to remove
those locks as they leave our plant to go
to your farm. If we should fail to do that,
call us and someone will come to the
location and take the lock off.

The anhydrous application season is
upon us and we need to cover
responsibilities for all involved on
handling of anhydrous ammonia.
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' The reporting threshold is just
100 lbs (18 gallon). The fines have been
for not reporting the release
“immediately”. Even though you may
feel other actions need to be taken, the
reporting must be done quickly to avoid
a fine. Also the thought that “well
nobody will know” might be uppermost
in your mind it is not worth the risk. The
person in possession of a wagon when
release happens is responsible for
reporting. The (' )
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0. /0.1 and that should be the number
you call immediately. IVS has wallet
cards with the contact information on
them. Everyone applying ammonia
should have one in their wallet. It is a
simple and painless call to make and
then everyone’s rear is covered.

With this great weather, the dry
spreading equipment is starting to apply
phosphate and potash. A lot of you are
taking advantage of using the grid
sampling results to have your fields
spread using the variable rate
application. That continues to be a great
way to maximize your crop nutrient
investment. Speaking of investment, it is
a very good time to replace those




nutrients the good crops of the last few
years have removed. In a lot of cases
those applications have been cut back
with the higher fertilizer prices the last
two years. Now with those prices much
lower it is much less of a hit to put on
the needed build up.
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With the fall season and harvest in full
swing and many other things to keep you
busy don’t forget to have your financing
in place to take advantage of the early
pay prices for seed, fertilizer, and soon
herbicide. If you don’t have the
financing lined up, please let your
salesman and our CFA, Monsanto Farm
Plan, Tru Choice programs be part of
your plan at the start of your crop input
planning. CFA can be used for not only
crop inputs but also things like cash rent
and fuel purchases. [ am now the CFA
certified lender and look forward to
working with your salesman and you in
getting those loans in place to gain the
best interest rate for you. It is our goal to
keep all of you our customers, from
paying 2% a month finance charges.
This program will take care of that, and
we will be following up with you to get
you on the CFA program or some of the
other programs.

We here at the Valley are really
excited about being able to offer true
bulk soybean seed to all of our
customers. Several of you already have
bulk seed tenders of your own, and there
are programs with our seed supplier to
help others of you to purchase a seed
tender. A seed auger put on a gravity
flow wagon is also an easy and low cost
way to go. Handling the seed in bulk can

greatly reduce your workload and speed
up planting. We also have seed tenders
to help in delivering to your location.

With the addition of the bulk seed
bins we will be able to treat the beans, as
they are loaded. The system has a
certified Cardinal scale in line that will
weigh the desired amount of seed and
print a scale ticket. The seed treater will
be bypassed and the seed loaded directly
onto seed tender or wagon after scale
ticket has been stamped. These added
facilities should be a big help in
matching the correct seed on your
particular farm and field, and do that in a
more efficient manner from an
operational standpoint. Our seed
specialist Tyler Riechmann and the other
salesmen are always ready to help you
maximize your potential return on your
beans and corn acres by getting the seed
matched to the soils on your farm.

Thank you for your business, and
again please remember to operate safely
in this busy time.
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% Fall is upon us and winter is
fast approaching. With the late planting
and later harvest Donnie has been very
busy delivering and servicing the dryer
gas needs of our farm customers. This
will most likely continue for several
more weeks. Soon many of you will
need your first delivery of propane for
the winter and for most our customers
which are on our keep full program this
will not be a problem. We encourage all
of our customers to be on our keep full
route. This prevents you from running
out of propane during the cold winter
months and gives you one less thing to
worry about. With the extended dryer
gas season the residential deliveries will
most likely run together. With this in
mind, if you are a call-in customer
please monitor your tank on a weekly
basis and contact us when your tank
gauge is at or near 25%. This will give
us plenty of time to get to your tank
without risking the needs of our keep
full customers. If you are not sure if you
are a keep full customer or would like to
become one, Please contact us @ (800)
270-6303.
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% $ ' We stock grease, tractor
hydraulic fluid, automotive oil, and
diesel engine oil at our office and larger
packaged sizes such as drums or bulk
can be scheduled for delivery as needed.
Please contact me @ (618) 535-1204 if

you have any questions on Cenex
Lubricants or bulk oil. Now is a great
time to buy lubricants with the
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Lubricants you can geta -0 '
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" The gift cards are your choice to
Cabela’s, Sears, or Applebee’s and the
program will run from Nov-January.
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The weather has finally turned in our
favor and it seems everyone is taking
full advantage in harvesting the crop.
Harvest to this point has been just as
challenging as the planting and growing
season so hopefully Mother Nature will
side with us for awhile. Yields in the
earlier harvested fields were exceptional
as those fields tended to get planted in a
more timely manner. Yields seem to be
less in the later planted crops but still are
above many projections.




Grain quality has been an issue
throughout the Midwest. An abnormally
wet and cool growing season along with
several other factors has contributed to
diplodia problems in the corn. While the
environment is far and away the biggest
contributor to these problems, several
other steps can be taken to help prevent
these problems. Rotation, tillage, and
hybrid selection can all influence grain
quality. Please talk with your salesman
about different options available. When
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we cannot control the environment so we
must focus on things we can control.

We have continued to vastly improve
our seed systems here at IVS" A %
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store our Asgrow lineup of beans. With
the bins and treater, we have one of the
most seamless and efficient systems in
the area. Please stop and take a look
when you get a chance. The push
towards bulk seed has been coming for
some time now and we are officially at
the front of the line. We are able to load
treated bulk beans in a matter of
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it is with our seed tender or yours. We
have programs available to help you
purchase your own tender as well.

Finally and most importantly, yield
results from throughout the area are
starting to flow in. Dekalb and Asgrow
have proved their VALUE over
competitors again in 2010. There are
still plots and/or side-by-sides yet to
harvest, so please take the time to get
those out. The information is extremely

valuable. Thereare B $ $
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please make arrangements in order to
take full advantage of the discounts.
There is still a lot of indecision out there
for next year but it would be in the
growers’ best interest to get a tentative
order in place as soon as possible.
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In closing, all of us at Illinois Valley,
LLC are hoping you have a 8 &&
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Office-217-942-6991
Todd Price-217-248-2660
Brad Murphy-217-248-0736
Tyler Reichmann-217-248-6681
David Ackerman-217-204-2318
LP & Lubricant Sales:
Joe Kuykendall-618-535-1204




